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Synopsis

"An astonishingly clear ‘'user’'s manual that explains our health care system and the policies that will
change it." Pauline Chen, MD - The New York Times The 2nd edition of the best-selling practical,
neutral, and readable overview of the US health care system is now available. This updated edition
of the Health Care Handbook covers: & ¢ New sections on health IT, team-based care and health
care quality & ¢ A clear summary of health policy and the Affordable Care Act a ¢ Inpatient &
outpatient health care and delivery systems & ¢ Health insurance and the factors that make health
care so expensive a ¢ Concise summaries of 32 different health professions & ¢ Medical devices,
pharmaceuticals, and the research world & ¢ And much, much more The Handbook is the one-stop
guide to the people, organizations and industries that make up the U.S. health care system and
major issues the system faces today. It is rigorously researched and scrupulously unbiased yet
written in a conversational and humorous tone that’s a pleasure to read and illuminates the
convoluted health care system and its many components. The Handbook is now used by hundreds
of academic programs and health care companies. Each section of the book includes an
introduction to the key facts and foundations that make the health care system work along with
balanced analyses of the major challenges and controversies within health care, including medical
errors, government regulation, medical malpractice, and much more. Suggested readings are
included for readers who wish to learn more about specific topics. "The book succeeds in making

sense of health care without opinion, bias, or dense textbook language." - Booklist
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Customer Reviews

Purchased this book to prepare myself for medical school interviews and | have been thoroughly
impressed. This is the perfect way to get a good grasp on almost everything in health care. No, you

won’'t walk away an expert, but you will be informed, which is more than a lot of people can say.

Regardless of political philosophy, EVERYONE agrees that the US healthcare system is
outrageously complicated.This book serves as an amazing reference material that easily and
understandably breaks down the current state of affairs. Drs Askin and Moore do an excellent job

helping you understand the "what, how, and why" of American healthcare.

| had this recommended to me by an MD, and have really enjoyed reading it. | really appreciate the
brevity of it all, and the no-nonsense, simplistic explanations of concepts. A highly recommended
read for uncertain medical students and anyone who wants (needs) more knowledge of healthcare

systems!

As a recent graduate receiving my Masters in Public Heath in Health Policy and Management, | can
say that this book covers most of the basics that | learned while in grad school. It lays a really nice

foundation of several different aspects of healthcare. | highly recommend reading this book.

Anyone involved in the United States health care system (and one could argue that we are all
involved due to its unbelievable scope, as is articulated in this book) would be very well-served
picking up a copy. There is no reading that | know of that compares to it on this subject. Students,
Doctors, attorneys, nurses, the politically-inclined or even the simply-curious should all thumb
through these pages. Thank you Dr. Moore and Dr. Askin for providing me with my first accurate

look into our health care system as a whole.

Definitely recommend this book. | think it does a good job of breaking things down into a digestible

format for a wide range of readers. I'd recommend this to people interested in going into medicine.

| had to purchase this book for one of my medical school classes. However, after reading this book
it is an excellent read for those wanting to learn about or even understand our healthcare system in

the US. Its well written and easily understandable for those not in healthcare.



An excellent resource for all of us to learn about the vast American healthcare system. | do not
know where else one can go to get a more complete overview of American medical care. It should
be on the bookshelf of all in healthcare and | propose it should be the basis (a short one) on a
course of instruction for all American medical students.Mark H. Gregory, M.D.St. Louis, MO
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